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Process Paper
For this year’s National History Day Project, we chose a topic that was closer to
home, a subject that began with our American heritage. When we were in 5th grade, we
read the children’s book, “An Angry Drum Echoed,” about Mary Musgrove and her
contributions to the explorations, encounters, and exchanges between the Creek
Indians and the English in the mid 1700s. We chose to enact her story and tell of her
impact on history because, without her, Oglethorpe’s explorations would have been
hindered by misunderstandings with the Natives. His encounters would have been
rough, and he would not have had many peaceful exchanges.
First, we contacted Mr. Joel Walker at the National Archives, who directed us to
the Georgia Archives for many primary sources on Mary Musgrove. We found tons of
great information and were able to read an entire book of the original letters between
Oglethorpe and Mary. We found the original colonial records of Georgia from
17321763, in which are described all of the meetings at which Mary Musgrove was
present and involved. We also uncovered several letters from other men, including John
Wesley and John M. Bolzius, two pastors who met Mary and sent positive reports of her
assertiveness to their connections in Europe. We were privileged to have Pamela
Mueller, the awardwinning author of the book that inspired our play, go over our
bibliography and give us the sources we’d missed.
We chose to do a performance because we felt it was the best way to bring
Mary's story to life . As we began writing our script, we incorporated excerpts from the
letters of Oglethorpe, Wesley, Bolzius and Thomas Bosomworth (Mary’s third husband).

These letters proved to be excellent primary sources that we were often able to use
wordforword in our presentation. We made our costumes, completed our script,
memorized our lines, stageblocked, and rehearsed until we were confident in ourselves
and our performance.
Mary’s life was filled with encounters of and exchanges between Oglethorpe and
the Colonists during his explorations of Georgia. Her work as his interpreter enabled the
exchange of culture and customs between the Creek Indians and the English colonists,
which contributed to Georgia’s success as a colony. She eased Oglethorpe’s
encounters with her people in a way that only she, a woman with familial connections to
both people groups, could have done. During her heated encounters with the Georgia
Trustees, Mary recognized an extreme difference between the Creek and English
cultures. She exchanged her own Creek methods of protest for the more civil and
diplomatic European style. Rather than forceful action, she petitioned the Trustees to
win back her rightful property, which the English had taken as their own, and to claim
her interpreter’s dues. In this she influenced her Creek nation to do the same.
Mary Musgrove was the perfect translator to assist Oglethorpe and the English
settlers in their explorations of early Georgia. Because of her influence on both worlds,
the colony of Georgia had an extremely smooth beginning.
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