Annotated Bibliography1
Primary Sources
Artifacts
America First Committee “Anti-War” Pin, 1940.
I bought this pin on EBay from a collector of World War II memorabilia. This pin is
on my exhibit to show the isolationist views on World War II held by some
Americans.
United States Army Soldier Identification Tags, 1941.
I bought these “dog tags” on EBay from a collector of World War II memorabilia.
The U.S. military issued dog tags to soldiers with letters: “C” for Catholic, “P” for
Protestant and “H” for Hebrew (Jewish). The tags displayed on the “war” section
of my exhibit are stamped with the letter “H.” Although the religious markings
were important for burials, Jewish soldiers worried about the “H” marking if they
were captured by German troops.

Books
Simon, Joe. The Comic Book Makers. Vanguard Productions, 2007.
This book is an autobiography written by Joe Simon, the co-creator of Captain
America, and is one of the most important sources for my topic and thesis. Mr.
Simon discusses his life growing up in New York, the antisemitism that he faced
and his life in the comic book industry. He also discusses the creation of Captain
America and the story behind it and the financial risks to Timely Comics, the
publisher of Captain America, in deciding to use Hitler as a real life villain in the
comic book stories. The two Joe Simon quotes on my exhibit are from page 52 of
this book.
Simon, Joe. Joe Simon: My Life in Comics. Titan Books, 2011.
This is Joe Simon’s second book. He provides detailed information on his life in
the comic book industry during the 1930’s and 1940’s and the threats that he,
Jack Kirby and the publisher (Timely Comics) received from American Nazi
sympathizers after the first issue of Captain America was published on
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March 1, 1941. He describes his military service in the Coast Guard during World
War II. This information was very important to my topic and thesis. One of the
photos of Joe Simon on the centerboard of my exhibit is from this book.
To Bigotry No Sanction: A Documented Analysis of Anti-Semitic Propaganda. The
Philadelphia Anti-Defamation Council and the American Jewish Committee,
1941.
This book explains the stereotypes and lies about Jews that resulted in
antisemitism, particularly in the United States during the 1930’s. The book
provided useful information for me to understand why there was discrimination
(unjustified) against Jewish Americans.
Tourtellor, Arthur, editor. Life’s Picture History of World War II, Time Incorporated, 1950.
This book has hundreds of photos taken during World War II showing the history
of the war. I have not studied World War II yet in middle school, and this book
was helpful in understanding what happened during the war.

Films
“G.I. Jews: Jewish Americans in World War II,” PBS, 2018.
This is a great documentary film. It has many interviews with Jewish Americans
who fought in World War II. These soldiers recount their U.S. military experience
and time spent in the war and the antisemitism they endured in the military from
non-Jewish American soldiers. They also describe the antisemitism and
discrimination that they experienced while growing up in the United States in the
1920’s and 1930’s and after the end of the war. This information was important to
my topic. The quote on the “war” section of my exhibit about the number of
Jewish Americans who served in the U.S. military during World War II is from this
film, as is the quote about the existence of more than 100 antisemitic groups in
the United States in the 1930’s (extended scenes of this film).
“A Night in the Garden,” A Marshall Curry Production.
www.theatlantic.com/video/index/542499/marshall-curry-nazi-rally-madisonsquare-garden-1939/. Accessed 8 Mar. 2018.
This film has the original footage of the German American Bund rally held in
Madison Square Garden in New York City on February 20, 1939. It shows a large
crowd gathered in support of Nazi Germany. This event, which I describe on the
“build-up” section of my exhibit, shows the high level of antisemitism and hatred
that existed in the United States in the 1930’s. The quote next to the picture on
my exhibit about the completion of the sixth concentration camp at the time that
this rally was held is from this film.
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Magazine and Newspaper Articles
“Anti-Semitism Held a Burden on Nations.” The New York Times, 31 Jan. 1938,
www.nytimes.com/search/archives/. Accessed 14 Apr. 2018.
A copy of this article is on the “build-up” section of my exhibit to show that
antisemitism was increasing during the 1930’s.
Francisco, Eric. “Comicsgate Is Gamergate's Next Horrible Evolution.” Inverse
Entertainment, 9 Feb. 2018. ://www.inverse.com/article/41132-comicsgateexplained-bigots-milkshake-marvel-dc-gamergate. Accessed 15 May 2018.
This article discusses the recent discrimination against some of today’s current
comic book writers who are women or people of color. A quote from this article is
used on the flat board of my exhibit because it is important to point out that there
is still racial and gender discrimination in the comic book industry more than 75
years after Captain America was first published. Human nature is repeating itself
as today’s comic book writers face some of the same discrimination and threats
faced by the comic book writers who started the industry many decades ago.
Gibson, Caitlin. “The March for Science was a moment made for Bill Nye.” The
Washington Post, 23 Apr. 2017, washingtonpost.com. Accessed 1 May 2018.
This article reports on the protest lead by Bill Nye (the “Science Guy”) against
“the anti-vaccination movement and climate-change denial” of the Trump
Administration. I used a photo of this protest, which has a Superman symbol, to
show long-term impact. Comic book superheroes are often used as symbols in
public rallies and protests today to promote important causes.
“Jews to Protest.” The Appeal, 24 Oct. 1922, Chronicling America: Historic American
Newspapers. Library of Congress.
://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83016810/1922-07-01/ed-1/seq-2/.
Accessed 1 Apr. 2018.
This article reports on a protest in the United States against the antisemitic
policies of Harvard University. This article is important because it provides
support for Rabbi Weinstein’s quote used on the “build-up” section of my exhibit
that Ivy-League schools had discriminated against Jews.
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Lieutenant, J.G., “Nudes Preferred,” letter, The New York Times, 2 Aug. 1944,
nytimes.com/search/archives/. Accessed 10 Apr. 2018.
This letter provides information about the popularity of comic books among U.S.
soldiers; one out of every four magazines shipped overseas to soldiers in the
U.S. Army and Navy was a comic book. This information is important to the
impact of my topic.
“Nazis Hail George Washington as First Nazi.” Life, vol. 4, no. 10, 7 Mar. 1938, p. 17.
Life magazine published this article on the German American Bund. The article
reports that the Bund was holding meetings to celebrate George Washington’s
birthday. The article states that the Bund hailed George Washington as “’the first
Fascist’ and as a ‘realist’ who knew democracy could not work.” I have included
the German American Bund in the “build-up” section of my exhibit because it was
one of the largest antisemitic groups in the United States during the 1930’s.
“Old Point Hotel Bans Jews Roosevelt Told.” The Evening Star, 26 Oct. 1934,
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Library of Congress.
://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1934-10-26/ed-1/seq-2/.
Accessed 3 Apr. 2018.
This article reports on a hotel in Comfort Virginia “advertising that Jews were not
welcome as guests.” This article, displayed on the “build-up” section of my
exhibit, is an example of antisemitism in the United States in the 1930’s.
“189 Magazines put on New Army List.” The New York Times, 20 July 1944,
nytimes.com/search/archives/. Accessed 11 Apr. 2018.
This article states that the U.S. Army issued an approved list of 189 magazines
“based on a combined poll and survey of soldiers’ preferences” and “nearly fifty
comic books are included in the list.” This information is important to the impact
of my topic and provides support for the quotes on the “war” section of my exhibit
about the popularity of comic books among U.S. soldiers during World War II.
“Rally Here Scores Reich and Soviet.” The New York Times, 14 Dec. 1939,
nytimes.com/search/archives/. Accessed 5 Apr. 2018.
This article discusses a rally held in New York to “protest against the persecution
of Jews in Nazi Germany.” This article, displayed on the centerboard of my
exhibit, shows the division among Americans on World War II.
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“Urges No-War Stand: America First Committee Head Sends Telegram to President.”
The New York Times, 29 Dec. 1940, nytimes.com/search/archives/. Accessed 14
Apr. 2018.
A copy of this article is on the centerboard of my exhibit to show the isolationist
position of the America First Committee on World War II.
Vanderbilt, Sanderson. “The Comics.” Yank – The Army Weekly, 23 Nov. 1945,
oldmagazinearticles.com. Accessed 14 Apr. 2018.
This 1945 magazine article has information on the number of people that read
comic books in the United States during the early 1940’s. It provided the statistics
quoted on the “war” section of my exhibit - about 70,000,000 people (half of the
U.S. population) regularly read comic books during World War II. This is
important information because it shows the impact and wide-reach of the comic
book writers and their comic books.

Museums
Handbill of American pro-Nazi Sympathizers. National Museum of American Jewish
History. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
This museum has on display an original handbill (“Help Hitler Defeat the
International Jews Now!”). American pro-Nazi sympathizers distributed this
handbill in the U.S. prior to its entry into World War II. This handbill is an example
of antisemitism in the U.S. and the division among Americans on the war. A
picture of this handbill is on the centerboard of my exhibit.
Jack Kirby Photos. Jack Kirby Museum & Research Center.
kirbymuseum.org/biography/. Accessed 5 Mar. 2018.
The three photos of Jack Kirby (U.S. Army uniform and civilian clothes) displayed
on my exhibit are from this online museum.
Yale University “Jewish Quota” letter. National Museum of American Jewish History.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
The museum has an original letter issued by Yale University in 1922. In the letter,
Yale stated that it was adopting a quota limiting the number of Jews that it would
admit into the school. This letter is one of the primary sources that I relied on that
supports Rabbi Weinstein’s quote on the “build-up” section of my exhibit that

5

some Ivy-League schools had adopted quotas limiting the number of Jews that
they would admit.

Websites
Al Jaffee Photo. Convention Scene. conventionscene.com. Accessed 1 Apr. 2018.
This website is the source of the photo of Al Jaffee (a cartoonist at Timely Comics
and later MAD Magazine) displayed on the “build-up” section of my exhibit.
Battle of the Bulge Photo, January 1945. tonyvaccarofilm.com. Accessed 20 Apr. 2018.
This photo on the “war” section of my exhibit is from this website. This photo
shows soldiers reading comic books, which is important in showing the impact of
my topic. I also thought that this photo was appropriate for my exhibit because
Jack Kirby, the co-creator of Captain America, fought in the Battle of the Bulge.
Beach Club Photo Banning Jews, circa. 1930’s. Jewish Washington Scrap Book of an
American Community.
//jhsgw.org/exhibitions/online/jewishwashington/exhibition/restrictions#image219.
Accessed 20 Apr. 2018.
This photo on the “build-up” section of my exhibit is an example of antisemitism
in the United States in the 1930’s.
Captain America “case no. 1” (first cover on booklet) and Captain America “origin”
comic panels, 1 Mar. 1941. Kirbygoldenagecaptain,
kirbysgoldenagecaptain.wordpress.com. Accessed 1 Apr. 2018.
These comic panels on the centerboard of my exhibit relate to the creation of
Captain America.
Captain America (modern day) comic. Civil War Comic Series, 2006-2007.
nicholascmartinez.com. Accessed 1 Apr. 2018.
This picture and Captain America’s message displayed on the flat board of my
exhibit shows the long-term impact of Captain America and his relevance in
today’s world.
Comic Book Covers, 1941–1945. comicvine.gamespot.com. Accessed 11, 15, 16 Jan.
2018 and 1, 2 and 5 Feb 2018.
Most of the comic book covers (including the booklet of covers) on my exhibit are
from this website. These covers are some of the most important primary sources
for my exhibit. The messages on these covers (and the covers published in the
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Fertig book cited below) are shown under the spinning Captain America shield on
the “war” section of my exhibit. These messages were part of the war
propaganda that was essential to the U.S. war effort. I chose a sampling of
covers (with various superheroes) issued from 1941 to 1945 (the end of the war)
and bound them into a booklet that is part of the flat board of my exhibit so the
reader can see how the covers changed over time. As the war progressed and
U.S. casualties increased, the covers became more extreme in their negative
depictions of the Axis powers. The messages in the comic books remained the
same. The Black Panther cover (the debut issue) displayed on the flat board of
my exhibit is also from this website. This cover is important in showing long-term
impact of comic books; Black Panther was created to support and defend civil
rights of African Americans.
Comic Book Cover of Superman holding Joseph Goebbels in the Air and the Liberty
Bell. D.C. Comics, 1 Dec. 1944, americansinwwii.files.wordpress.com. Accessed
8 Mar. 2018.
I displayed this cover on the “war” section of my exhibit. The cover was created in
reaction to a speech by Goebbels that was publicly broadcast in Europe.
“Do Not Buy Nazi Goods” Photo. oldmagazinearticles.com. Accessed 1 Apr. 2018.
The photo of “Do Not Buy Nazi Goods” on the centerboard of my exhibit is from
this website. This photo shows the division among Americans on World War II.
German American Bund Rally Held in Madison Square Garden Photo (New York, NY),
20 Feb. 1939. Rare Historical Photos, rarehistoricalphotos.com. Accessed 1 Apr.
2018.
The photo of the German American Bund rally held in Madison Square Garden
along with the caption shown on the “build-up” section of my exhibit is from this
website. This photo is important because it shows the high level of antisemitism
existing in the United States in the 1930’s.
Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster Photo.
debate.com.mx/export/sites/debate/img/2016/07/30/siegelshuster.png_613134204.png. Accessed 12 Feb. 2018.
This photo on the “war” section of my exhibit shows the two co-creators of
Superman working together on a Superman drawing.
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Jerry Siegel Photo, 1943. commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerry_Siegel_1943.jpg
Accessed 10 Jan. 2018.
This photo of Jerry Siegel (co-creator of Superman) in his U.S. Army uniform is
on the “war” section of my exhibit. This is important to my topic because it shows
the patriotism of the comic book writers. They served in the U.S. military during
the WWII.
Joe Simon Photo. gannett-cdn.com/-mm://782861a50ec6566fae059e1b578252dd0ace6921/c=22-0-435-551&r=537&c=00-534-712/local//media/2016/01/25/Rochester/Rochester/635893367469843874-Joe-Simon.jpg.
Accessed 11 Mar. 2018.
This photo of Joe Simon is the centerboard of my exhibit under one of his quotes.
Joe Simon Photo. joesimonartstudio.com/in-the-press/. Accessed 2 Feb. 2018.
This photo of Joe Simon is on the centerboard of my exhibit under one of his
quotes.
Joe Simon Photo in Coast Guard Uniform. Togetherweserved.com. Accessed 2 Apr.
2018.
This photo of Joe Simon in his military uniform is on the “war” section of my
exhibit. He served in the U.S. Coast Guard during WWII.
Joseph Goebbels Photo, 1943. /ww2today.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/goebbels600x798.jpg. Accessed 2 Apr. 2018.
This photo of Joseph Goebbels, the Nazi propaganda minister, displayed on the
“war” section of my exhibit under his quote, shows the impact of the comic books.
Martin Goodman Photo, circa. 1941.
://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/shared/npr/styles/x_large/nprshared/201502/3
70391865.jpg. Accessed 3 Apr. 2018.
This photo of Martin Goodman is on the centerboard of my exhibit. Mr. Goodman
was the editor of Timely Comics when the first issue of Captain America was
published on March 1, 1941. Timely Comics later became Marvel Comics, one of
the most successful comic book companies in existence today.
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Political Cartoon “Keep Out.” Cartoonist Fred Packer. The New York Mirror, 6 June
1939. timesofisrael.com/no-joking-matter-1940s-political-cartoons-warned-us-ofholocaust/. Accessed 2 Apr. 2018.
This cartoon on the “build-up” section of my exhibit was drawn to call attention to
the antisemitism than existed in the United States during the 1930’s.
Stan Lee Photo in Army Uniform. DoD Live (Department of Defense Blog),
dodlive.mil/?s=stan+lee. Accessed 1 Feb 2018.
This website has the photo of a young Stan Lee in his U.S. Army uniform
displayed on the “war” section of my exhibit under his quote. Stan Lee was a
young comic book writer at the time that he served in the U.S. military during
World War II. Today, he is one of the most famous and successful writers in the
comic book industry.
Superman Comic, 1940. DC Comics Database. //dc.wikia.com/wiki/Superman_Vol_1_6.
Accessed 15 Mar. 2018.
This database is the source of the Superman comic displayed on the “war”
section of my exhibit.
Superman’s Symbol in a Protest Photo.
cdn.theatlantic.com/assets/media/mt/business/316%20teachers%20AP%20Darr
on%20Cummings.jpg. Accessed 10 Mar. 2018.
I used this protest photo on the flat board of my exhibit to show long-term impact.
The photo is a public protest defending public education; the sign held by one of
the protesters has a symbol of Superman.
@thevaultcomics. “A Statement from the Vault Team.” Twitter, 27 Sep. 2017, 3:16 P.M.,
://twitter.com/thevaultcomics/status/913165406852050958. Accessed 16 May
2018.
Vault creates and publishes comic books. This tweet discusses the recent
harassment and death threats made against female and minority comic book
writers today. I used a quote from this tweet on the flat board of my exhibit to
show that, even today, some comic book writers face harassment and threats,
the same problems faced in 1941 by Captain America’s creators.
Women’s Rights March Photo. Washington, D.C., 2017. ://goo.gl/images/p63HM7.
Accessed 14 Apr. 2018.
This photo on the flat board of my exhibit shows long-term impact. My mom and
grandmother had marched in the Woman’s Rights March. They told me about
9

marchers who dressed up in superhero costumes to bring attention to women’s
rights.
Wonder Women Cover, Comic Cavalcade, March 1944.
://78.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_m0hoqvfjA11qbgo38o1_500.jpg. Accessed 19
Jan. 2018.
This cover on the “war” section of my exhibit is an example of pro-war messages
of the comic writers encouraging Americans to support the war effort by
recycling.

Secondary Sources
Articles
Bowerman, David S., Lt. Col. U.S. Army Public Health Command. “What’s on your Dog
Tag?” By Lt. Col. David S. Bowerman, Chaplain, 1 Apr. 2014
army.mil/article/123034/whats_on_your_dog_tag. Accessed 2 Mar. 2018.
This article discusses the information put on “dog tags” that the U.S. military
issued to soldiers during World War II. These dog tags had letter markings to
indicate the religion of the soldier. Dog tags of Jewish American soldiers were
stamped with the letter “H” for “Hebrew” (Jewish). A quote from this article is
used on the “war” section of my exhibit.
Dunn, Terry. “Funnies in Uniform: The Role of Comic Strips During WWII.” Adam
Savage’s Tested, 25 Oct. 2017. tested.com/art/795290-funnies-uniform-rolecomic-strips-during-wwii/. Accessed 11 Mar. 2018.
This article discusses training manuals that were designed in a comic book
format and used to train U.S. soldiers. I was curious about how effective these
manuals were since my exhibit has a quote of Stan Lee where he talks about
creating training manuals in a comic book format.
Hirsch, Paul. “’This is our Enemy:’ The Writers’ War Board and Representations of Race
in Comic Books, 1942-1945.” Pacific Historical Review, vol. 83, no. 3, Aug. 2014,
pp. 448-486.
This article discusses the collaboration between the Writers War Board and the
comic book industry and the extensive use of comic books for pro-war
propaganda in support of the U.S. war effort, which I refer to on the “war” section
of my exhibit.
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Kaplan, Arie. “How the Jews Created the Comic Book Industry: Part I: The Golden Age
(1933-1955).” Reform Judaism, vol. 32, no. 1, Fall 2003,
reformjudaismmag.net/03fall/comics.shtml. Accessed 2 Feb. 2018.
This article was an important source of information for my topic and thesis. It
discusses the start of the comic book industry by Jewish American writers and
illustrators. The quotes of Al Jaffee and Jack Kirby on my exhibit are from this
article. The author of this article also wrote the book “From Krakon to Krypton:
Jews and Comic Books,” which had helpful information for my topic and thesis
(see below for the full citation of this book).
McCabe, Caitlin. “’Smut and Trash:’ A Brief History of Comic Censorship in Germany.”
Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, 9 Sep. 2016, ://cbldf.org/2016/09/smut-andtrash-a-brief-history-of-comics-censorship-in-germany/. Accessed 5 Mar. 2018.
This article discusses the ban of comic books by the Nazi party and how upset
Joseph Goebbels, the Nazi propaganda minister, was with Jerry Siegel, the cocreator of Superman. This article is the source of the Goebbels’ quote about
comic books poisoning the minds of American youth displayed on the “war”
section of my exhibit.
Memo on Spelling of Antisemitism. IHRA Committee on Antisemitism and Holocaust
Denial, Apr. 2015. holocaustremembrance.com/sites/default/files/memo-on
spelling-of-antisemitism_final-1.pdf. Accessed 11 Feb. 2018.
I spelled the word “antisemitism” without hyphens and without capitalizing the “s”
in my student-composed words and process paper. Some of the quotes on my
exhibit show the word with hyphens and the “s” capitalized, which is the way the
author of the quote spelled the word. The International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA), however, recommends spelling the word as “antisemitism,”
without any hyphens or capitalizations of the “s.” The IHRA memo states: “The
unhyphenated spelling is favored by many scholars and institutions in order to
dispel the idea that there is an entity ‘Semitism’ which ‘anti-Semitism’ opposes.”
Paulick, Jane. “Berlin Exhibition Traces Superman's Cultural Roots.” DW.com, 5 Nov.
2010, ://p.dw.com/p/NGtw. Accessed 15 May 2018.
This article is the source of the quote “Joseph Goebbels proclaimed…’Superman
is a Jew!’ " displayed on the “war” section of my exhibit. This is important
because it shows the wide impact of the comic books and the superpatriots.
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Smith, Jamil. “The Revolutionary Power of Black Panther.” Time.com, 2018.
//time.com/black-panther/. Accessed 15 May 2018.
This article is the source of the quote about the significance of the Black Panther
comic to the civil rights movements in the United States in the 1960’s. It shows
long-term impact of the comic book industry. Comic book writers continued to
use their comic art on behalf of others who were subject to discrimination.
Turello, Dan. “War and Superheroes: How the Writer’s War Board Used Comics to
Spread its Message in WWII.” Insights Scholarly Work at the John W. Kluge
Center, 3 Nov. 2015. Library of Congress, blogs.loc.gov/kluge/2015/11/war-andsuperheroes-how-the-writers-war-board-used-comics-to-spread-its-message-inwwii/. Accessed 10 Apr. 2018.
This article discusses the Writers War Board (WWB), a volunteer organization
responsible for creating and distributing propaganda in support of the U.S. war
effort. The article discusses why the WWB teamed up with the comic book
industry to use comic books for war propaganda and their importance to the war
effort. I refer to the WWB on the “war” section of my exhibit.

Books
Batchelor, Bob. Stan Lee: the Man Behind Marvel. Rowman & Littlefield Publishing
Group, Inc., 2017.
This book has an excellent biography on Stan Lee who was the creator of many
of the most famous and popular superheroes (e.g., Spiderman, Fantastic Four
and X-men). The book discusses his service in the U.S. Army during World War
II. The Stan Lee quote on the “war” section of my exhibit is from page 38 of this
book.
Bendersky, Joseph W. ”Officers and the Holocaust, 1940-1945 – Jewish Soldiers and
Anti-Semitism,” in The ‘Jewish Threat”: Anti-Semitic Politics of the U.S. Army, pp
295-301. Basic Books, 2000.
The chapter in this book describes the antisemitism and discrimination that
Jewish American soldiers had to deal with while serving in the U.S. Army during
World War II. These soldiers give their personal accounts of this discrimination.
This information is important to my topic and provides additional support for the
quotes on the “war” section of my exhibit about the antisemitism faced by Jewish
American soldiers from their fellow soldiers.

12

Brod, Harry, Superman is Jewish? How Comic Book Superheroes came to Serve,
Truth, Justice, and the Jewish-American Way. Free Press, an imprint of Simon &
Shuster, 2012.
This book describes parallels of Jewish religion and the comic book superheroes.
It has an in-depth discussion about the symbolism in Jewish religion that was
used as a basis to create the comic book superheroes and their stories. For
example, the story of the origins of Superman is based on the biblical origins of
Moses.
Chrisp, Peter. World War II: Fighting for Freedom: 1939-1945. Scholastic, 2010.
This book has helpful background about World War II and describes important
events that happened during the war. It was important for me to have an
understanding of the war since I have not studied this subject yet in middle
school.
Daniels, Les. Marvel: Five Fabulous Decades of the World’s Greatest Comics. Harry N.
Abrams, 1991.
This book has biographies on the most popular Marvel superheroes in the
1940’s. I used this information to determine which superheroes to use for the
collection of comic book covers that are part of my exhibit. I wanted to include
some superheroes that were popular in the 1940’s but are no longer published
today.
Evanier, Mark. Kirby: King of Comics. Abrams Comic Art, 2017.
This book was important to my exhibit because it describes Jack Kirby’s life
growing up in New York as a first generation son of Jewish immigrants and the
antisemitism that existed during that time. It also describes how he started in the
comic book industry and teamed up with Joe Simon to create Captain America.
Jack Kirby is featured on my exhibit.
Fertig, Mark. Take that, Adolph! The Fighting Comic Books of the Second World War!
Fantagraphics Books, 2017.
This book discusses how and why comic books were used by the United States
military as propaganda in World War II. This information is very important to my
topic. This book (page 27) provided the statistics quoted on the “war” section of
my exhibit about the popularity of comic books during the World War II, which
shows the impact of the comic book writers and their comic books. This book has
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over 200 comic book covers that were published during the war. Some of the
messages of the superpatriots featured on these covers are shown under the
spinning Captain America shield on the “war” section of my exhibit.
Goodnow, Trischa and Kimble, James, ”The Introduction,” in The 10 Cent War: Comic
Books, Propaganda and World War II, edited by Trischa Goodnow and James
Kimble pp. 114-130. University Press of Mississippi, 2016.
The chapter in this book was a good source of information for my topic. The
chapter is well-researched and, at the end of the chapter, it lists citations to
primary and secondary sources. It has statistics on how many people read comic
books (young and old, military and civilian) (pages 17 and 18). I used these
statistics on the “war” section of my exhibit. The book also describes why comic
books were used as propaganda in World War II and how important they were to
the war effort. All this information is important because it shows the impact of the
comic book writers and their comic books.
Goodnow, Trischa, ”Superman as an Allegory: Examining the Isolationist/Interventionist
Dilemma in U.S. Foreign Policy Prior to Pearl Harbor,” in The 10 Cent War:
Comic Books, Propaganda and World War II, edited by Trischa Goodnow and
James Kimble, pp. 3-25. University Press of Mississippi, 2016.
The chapter in this book explains the effect of the neutrality policy that prevented
the U.S. from becoming involved in World War II prior to the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor. It also describes the political climate and the antisemitism that
existed during that time. This information was important to my topic and thesis
because it explains the conflicts that the comic book writers had to deal with and
the division among Americans on the war.
Goulart, Ron. Comic Books: The Origin Story. Publications International, 2016.
This book is where I first found out about the superpatriots. It has background
information on all the different comic book publishers.
Kaplan, Arie. From Krakon to Krypton: Jews and Comic Books. The Jewish Publication
Society, 2008.
This book was very important to my topic and thesis. It has information on the
antisemitism and the discrimination that the Jewish American writers faced in the
1930’s, how those writers started in the comic book industry and the reasons
they created and drew Captain America to be Aryan/Gentile in appearance. It
also explains the connections between the Jewish immigrant experience and
Judaism and the comic book superheroes. It explains that the comic book stories

14

are based on biblical stories. The book has citations to primary and secondary
sources. One of the quotes on the flat board of my exhibit (why the Jewish writers
changed their names to non-Jewish names) is from pages 29-30 of this book.
The book also has information on Joseph Goebbels (the Nazi propaganda
minister) and describes how upset he was with the creators of Superman. I refer
to Goebbels on the “war” section of my exhibit to show the wide impact of the
comic book writers and their comic book superheroes.
Lepore, Jill. The Secret History of Wonder Woman. Alfred B. Knopf, 2014.
I used this book for information on Wonder Woman and her origins. My exhibit
has covers that feature Wonder Woman.
Levitz, Paul. The Golden Age of DC Comics. Taschen GMBH, 2017.
This book has a detailed description of the Golden Age (1930’s to 1950’s) of DC
comics and its superheroes. This book also has helpful information on Jack
Kirby, the co-creator of Captain America.
McCloud, Scott. Understanding the Invisible Art of Comics. HarpersCollins Publishers,
1993.
This book describes how comic book writers create a story and the techniques
used to tell a good story. It provided useful background information in helping me
understand all of the effort that goes into creating a successful comic book.
O’Reilly, Bill. Hitler’s Last Days: the Death of the Nazi Regime and the World’s Most
Dangerous Dictator. Henry Holt and Company, 2015.
I have not studied World War II and Hitler yet in middle school. This book
provided me with an understanding about how evil and dangerous Hitler was to
the world and the terrible things that he did.
Percy, Tasha, editor. 50 Things You Should Know about the Second World War.
Scholastic, 2014.
This book has key facts about World War II, including the Battle of the Bulge. I
was interested in learning about the Battle of the Bulge because Jack Kirby, the
co-creator of Captain America, was in the U.S. Army and fought in this battle.
“Proverbs 31:8.” The Complete Jewish Study Bible. Hendrickson Publishers Marketing,
2016.
My dad suggested that I look for proverbs in the Bible that might be relevant to
my topic because the comic book writers used themes and symbols in their
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writings and illustrations that were based on biblical stories. The proverb on the
centerboard of my exhibit is from the Complete Jewish Study Bible.
Weinstein, Simcha. Up, Up, and Oy Vey!: How Jewish History, Culture, and Values
Shaped the Comic Book Superhero. Barricade Books, 2006.
The author, Rabbi Simcha Weinstein, is known as the “Comic Book” Rabbi. He
discusses Jewish traditions and religion and the parallels between biblical stories
and comic book stories. He also describes how and why Jewish Americans
started the comic book industry and the antisemitism that they faced in the
1930’s. This is important information for my thesis. The book is well-researched
and has citations to primary and secondary sources. One of the quotes on the
centerboard of my exhibit is from pages 48-49 of this book.
Weisman, Mary Lou. Al Jaffee’s Made Life, Illustrated by Al Jaffee, HarperCollins
Publisher, 2010.
This book is a biography on Al Jaffee, who worked for Timely Comics and later
created MAD Magazine. The book has information on his early childhood growing
up in Lithuania and later in the United States. His mother had returned to
Lithuania leaving him behind in the United States. She never returned to the
United States and he believes that the Nazis killed her. He describes the
hardship and antisemitism that he and his family faced in the United States. This
was useful in helping me understand how bad antisemitism was in the United
States during the 1930’s and 1940’s.

Museums
National Museum of American Jewish History. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
I visited this museum with my parents. It has many exhibits on the Jewish people
and their emigration from Europe to the United States. A section in the museum
deals with the antisemitism in the United States. I learned about Charles
Coughlin, the antisemitic Catholic priest, who used his national radio show to
criticize Jewish people. I discuss Father Coughlin on the “build-up” section of my
exhibit as an example of antisemitism in the United States. One of the museum
guides gave me a personal tour when I told her about my National History Day
topic and explained the hard life of many Jewish Americans in the 1920’s and
1930’s and the discrimination that they faced in the United States.
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United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. “Immigration to the United States 1933–
1941” Holocaust Encyclopedia.
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10008297 Accessed 18
May 2018.
The quote used on the “build-up” section of my exhibit about 72% of Americans
not wanting the United States to accept Jewish exiles from Germany is from this
source. This information is important because it shows the antisemitism that
existed in the United States in the 1930’s.

Newspaper Articles
Fox, Margalit. “Rochus Misch, Bodyguard of Hitler, Dies at 96,” The New York Times, 6
Sep. 1993, nytimes.com. Accessed 2 Apr. 2018.
This is the obituary of Adolph Hitler’s bodyguard, Rochus Misch. It describes his
account of the time spent in Hitler’s bunker during the last weeks of the war
where he witnessed Magda Goebbels (Joseph Goebbels’ wife) poison their six
children with cyanide. I included this information on the “war” section of my
exhibit to show the irony of this event. Joseph Goebbels had criticized Jerry
Siegel (the co-creator of Superman) for poisoning the minds of young Americans.
Margulies, Megan. “My Grandfather helped create Captain America for Times like
These,” The Washington Post, 16 Feb. 2017, washingtonpost.com. Accessed 3
May 2018.
My exhibit has a quote from this article written by Joe Simon’s granddaughter. It
shows the long-term impact of Captain America, as she explains why Captain
America is still relevant and needed today.
Pope, John. “Exhibit sheds light on the plight of American Jews fighting in World War II.”
The Times-Picayune. 22 Nov. 2010,
nola.com/military/index.ssf/2010/11/exhibit_sheds_light_on_the_pli.html#incart_
email. Accessed 2 Mar. 2018.
This article discusses the “H” for “Hebrew” that was stamped on the dog tags
issued by the U.S. military to Jewish American soldiers. The quote used on the
“war” section of my exhibit about soldiers scraping the letter off their dog tags
when captured by German troops is from this article.
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Videos
Be Super in Spandex (or Not): The Jewish Lives of Comic Book Heroes. Rabbi Simcha
Weinstein. elitalks.org/rabbi-simch. Accessed 10 Mar. 2018.
This video has the public lecture presented by Rabbi Simcha Weinstein about the
Jewish Americans who created the comic book superheroes. A quote from his
lecture, which describes why Jewish American writers and illustrators dominated
the comic book industry, is on the “build-up” section of my exhibit. This is very
important to my topic and thesis.
History of Captain America! Variant Comics, 2 Apr. 2014.
youtube.com/watch?v=u6djLCaSPxo. Accessed 10 Feb. 2018.
This video describes the history of Captain America in the comics. It provided me
with helpful background information.

Websites
Captain America Comic. ://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain America. Accessed 7 Mar.
2018.
Source of Captain America picture used on the “war” section of my exhibit.
Encyclopedia Britannica.
America First Committee, 26 Dec. 2017. britannica.com/topic/America-FirstCommittee. Accessed 21 Apr. 2018.
This source describes the America First Committee – an isolationist group
that did not want the United States to enter into World War II. I discussed
this group on the centerboard of my exhibit.
Berenbaum, Michael. Anti-Semitism, 26 Apr. 2018. britannica.com/topic/antiSemitism. Accessed 7 May 2018.
The definition of “antisemitism” on the “build-up” section of my exhibit is
from this source.
Charles E. Coughlin – American Clergyman and Politician, 20 Mar. 2018.
britannica.com/biography/Charles-E-Coughlin. Accessed 21 Apr. 2018.
This source has information on Charles E. Coughlin (an antisemitic priest
in the United States). I discussed him on the “build-up” section of my
exhibit.
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Evanier, Mark and Sherman, Steve, “Jack Kirby Biography,” TwoMorrows Publishing,
2004. Jack Kirby Museum and Research Center, ://kirbymuseum.org/biography/
Accessed 5 Mar. 2018.
This biography on Jack Kirby, the co-creator of Captain America, had helpful
information for my exhibit. The biography describes Mr. Kirby’s life in the comics
at different points in time. It also provides information on his military service in the
U.S. Army during World War II.
Father Coughlin: Radio Priest: Political Views, Old Time Radio, and Religion.
fathercoughlin.org/father-coughlin-quotes.html. Accessed 2 Apr. 2018.
This is the source of one of the antisemitic quotes of Father Charles Coughlin
used on the “build-up” section of my exhibit. The website has audios of Father
Coughlin’s U.S. radio broadcasts. According to the website, “at the time, his
broadcasts were one of the most popular in the country, drawing in millions of
viewers and receiving upwards of 80,000 letters per week.” I discussed him on
my exhibit because his antisemitic views were widespread and reached many
Americans during the 1930’s.
Hoppe, Rand. “Jack Kirby: A Life in Comics,” 28 Aug. 2017. Jack Kirby Museum and
Research Center, ://kirbymuseum.org/biography/. Accessed 5 Mar. 2018.
This biography on Jack Kirby, the co-creator of Captain America, had helpful
information about his life growing up in New York and his career in the comic
book industry.
Jack Frost Comic. //www.writeups.org/jack-frost-marvel-comics-liberty-legion/.
Accessed 2 Apr. 2018.
This source provided the picture of the comic, Jack Frost, shown on the “war”
section of my exhibit. Stan Lee created this superhero, which appears in some of
the comic books published during World War II.
Jerry Siegel Biography. ://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Jerry_Siegel. Accessed 11 Mar. 2018.
This website has the quote of Jerry Siegel (co-creator of Superman) used on the
“war” section of my exhibit above his photo.
Jewish Virtual Library. “Anti-Semitism in the U.S.: Harvard’s Jewish Problem.”
jewishvirtuallibrary.org/harvard-s-jewish-problem. Accessed 2 Mar. 2018.
This article discusses the antisemitic policies of Harvard University. From 1922
through the 1930’s, Harvard adopted a quota limiting the number of Jews that it

19

would admit to the school. The article states that Harvard’s president, Lawrence
Lowell, “was convinced that Harvard could only survive if the majority of its
students came from old American stock.” This information is important because it
supports Rabbi Weinstein’s quote on my “build-up” section of my exhibit that Ivy
League schools adopted quotas limiting the number of Jews that they would
admit.
Jewish Virtual Library. “Charles E. Coughlin (1879 – 1979).”
jewishvirtuallibrary.org/father-charles-coughlin. Accessed 20 Apr. 2018.
One of the quotes describing Father Charles Coughlin used on the “build-up”
section of my exhibit is from this source.
“The Neutrality Acts, 1930’s.” Office of the Historian, Bureau of Public Affairs, U.S.
Department of State. //history.state.gov/milestones/1921-1936/neutrality-acts.
Access 20 Mar. 2018.
The description of the neutrality laws quoted on the centerboard of my exhibit is
from this article. This is important in explaining why the U.S. did not take an
active role in World War II until the Japan attacked Pearl Harbor.
Northstar Comic. //graphicnovel.umwblogs.org/files/2013/03/Northstar-is-Gay.jpg.
Accessed 5 May 2018.
This is the source of the superhero Northstar comic displayed on the flat board of
my exhibit.
Northstar Quote. ://comicvine.gamespot.com/northstar/4005-3190. Accessed 5 May
2018.
This source provided the quote about the superhero, Northstar, being the first
openly gay superhero. This is important for long-term impact, as it shows that a
new generation of comic book superheroes was created to represent other
minority groups.
Schleier, Curt, “Jewish-American soldiers didn’t just fight Nazis in WWII – they endured
anti-Semitism,” 5 Apr. 2018. Jewish Telegraphic Agency. jta.org/2018/04/05/lifereligion/jewish-american-soldiers-didnt-just-fight-nazis-in-wwii-they-endured-antisemitism. Accessed 4 May 2018.
The quote on my exhibit about Jewish-American soldiers facing antisemitism in
the U.S. military is from this article. It was important to include this information on
my exhibit because I wanted people who viewed the exhibit to know that
antisemitism did not stop when America entered the war and continued to be a
serious problem.
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Superman Panel. quora.com/What-was-Supermans-role-in-WWII-besides-selling-warbonds. Accessed 15 Mar. 2018.
The comic panel of Superman holding Hitler shown on the “war” section of my
exhibit is from this website.
Timely Comic Logo, 1939. ://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timely Comics. Accessed 2 Apr.
2018.
This is the source of the Timely Comics logo on the centerboard of my exhibit.
Timely Comics (later became Marvel Comics) was the first publisher of Captain
America.
Wortman, Marc, “Falling For Father Coughlin.” Vanity Fair, 4 Apr. 2016.
vanityfair.com/culture/2016/04/philip-johnson-nazi-architect-marc-wortman
Accessed 20 Apr. 2018.
This source provided the statistical information used on the “build-up” section of
my exhibit – 30 million to 40 million Americans listened to Father Coughlin’s
weekly radio broadcasts. This is important information because it shows the
widespread antisemitism in America during the 1930’s.

Graphics.
Comic Border Graphic. newdesignfile.com/post_framing-cool-photoshopeffects_405653. Accessed 18 Mar. 2018.
This is where I found the box graphics to display my student-composed text to
make it look like comic book pages.
Superhero Hand Graphic.
bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=oBmtVN9Y&id=CE1C0C4A4D37F
DB1D8E6E98C21390DC857F075CD&thid=OIP.oBmtVN9YJAmqnGNy9A69QA
HaHa&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fcliparts.co%2fcliparts%2fpi5%2f7p6%2fpi57p6
Ai9.png&exph=800&expw=800&q=clipart+raised+hand+red&simid=6080091748
82323323&selectedIndex=1&ajaxhist=0. Accessed 30 Apr. 2018.
This site had the graphic of the superhero’s hand that holds the title above my
exhibit.
Writer Hand Graphic. ://cliparts.co/cliparts/XrT/jxp/XrTjxpgiR.gif. Accessed 30 Apr.
2018.
This site has the graphic of the writer’s hand that holds the title above my exhibit.
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