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The Civil Rights Movement is a time commonly characterized by bold marches, brave
sit-ins, and fiery court battles. However, the economic battles waged between America’s elite
and Civil Right activists were also pivotal to transforming the Civil Rights Movement from a
hopeful idea into a national phenomenon. The unprecedented compromise between Mayor Ivan
Allen Jr., Coca-Cola Industries, and the elite of Atlanta, exemplifies the ingenuity of Atlanta’s
business sector, not only to attract international business but to also facilitate social justice. As
Atlanta’s leading political, business, and religious leaders gathered to celebrate Martin Luther
King Jr.’s Nobel Peace Prize, they demonstrated to the nation and world that racial disputes
could not only be circumvented, but also mitigated by skillful negotiation.
With a theme of “Conflict and Compromise,” civil rights seemed a natural fit. While we
wanted to avoid big names, Martin Luther King's’ ability to negotiate and compromise couldn’t
be ignored. As we investigated the controversy around business leaders’ refusal to celebrate Dr.
King’s Nobel prize achievement, we were inspired to investigate the economic and moral
underpinnings of Coca-Cola’s ultimatum to the Atlanta’s business leaders.
We knew from the beginning of our research that no medium other than a documentary
could do our topic justice. The plethora of characters and places within our recounting of the
event made it a necessity to display it all in a documentary format. Furthermore, the copious
amount of beautiful music that correlated directly with our topic made choosing a documentary
an easy choice. With the advantage of technology on our side, we could depict the tension of the
time, while also portraying the immensity of Mayor Allen’s and Coca-Cola Industries’ actions.

Mayor Allen, Coca-Cola, and the civil rights activists of Atlanta, took a powerful stand
against the institutional racism in Atlanta’s business sector. While change did not come easily,
the economics of Atlanta required the fight for racial equality to grow. The often overlooked
economics of the Civil Rights movement and the unexpected motivations of characters involved
made this event an excellent topic.
We started our research by searching through newspaper databases for anything
concerning the event of Martin Luther King Jr.’s celebration dinner. Approaching our research
process from a primary source first perspective allowed us to identify all major characters in the
Atlanta compromise while also properly composing the story with minimal bias. We then
contacted the living authors of these articles to interview. This led to our interview with Ted
Ryan a Coca-Cola archivist, and former mayor Sam Massell.
Coca-Cola’s fluid relationship with Dr. King and the Civil Rights Movement created one
of the first encounters forcing corporate titans to take a public stand concerning the Civil Rights
Movement. The combination of our Atlanta interviews, newspaper clippings, and background
research allowed us to create a vivid documentary that not only displayed the true motives
concerning the Atlanta compromise, but also depicted how Atlanta cemented itself as truly the
“The City too Busy to Hate.”
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