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Choosing a National History Day (NHD) topic was initially overwhelming
because there have been so many events that have changed the course of history. I
knew I had to limit myself to one topic and had to consider the annual theme of
NHD, “Triumph and Tragedy.” I eventually landed on the Choctaw Nation Code
Talkers of WWI.
Ever since I was little, I have been interested in secret codes and even made
up my own codes for fun. I am Choctaw, and this makes me proud because not
everyone can look back on their heritage and have ancestors who made such a
lasting impact on history.
I had to dig deep to find an NHD topic that related to my specific tribe and
that had to do with the idea of codes. I had heard of the Navajo Code Talkers of
WWII, but after investigating, I found there were actually code talkers who were
Choctaw. I starting to get excited because this topic was just what I was looking
for! It included the idea of a secret code and was specific to my native tribe. Once I
choose this topic, I began my research.
As with most topics, an online search was a good place to start. From the
beginning, I found many websites and pictures. I had to know, “Who were the
Choctaw Code Talkers, and what did they do during the war?” I slowly started to
understand more about them. When I got a feel for the basics, I started background

research about the Choctaw tribe. I learned more about the Trail of Tears and how
after finally settling in the state of Oklahoma, the Choctaw children were punished
for speaking their native language. I eventually ended up in Durant, OK, at the
Choctaw Nation Headquarters. I had set up an interview with Judy Allen, Historic
Projects Officer for Choctaw Nation. She gave me a tour, spent time answering
questions, and was most helpful in supplying sources that would round out my
research.
With all this underway, I had to decide how to present my information for
NHD. From an early age, I have enjoyed making short films. Starting with my
dollhouses as props, over the years my iMovie skills have progressed to the point I
felt I could be successful at creating a documentary. I was eager to start and knew
this project would take a lot of work to honor the topic.
Throughout my project, keeping the theme for NHD, “Triumph and
Tragedy” as the focus was actually easy because my topic fit so naturally. The
triumph was that the Choctaw men, with their codes, helped the Allied Forces win
WWI. Their tragedy was the unfair treatment of Native Americans at that time and
the fact that they were not recognized for their valor until after their deaths.
Hopefully this project will bring recognition and honor to those valiant men
who made such an impact on our nation’s history.
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