Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

TEACHER NEWSLETTER

Volume 2, Edition 9
April 2, 2015
Revolutionize
your classroom
with National
History Day
(NHD)! In fall
2015, NHD will
offer two online
graduate
courses for middle and high school teachers and
librarians who want to implement a projectbased
curriculum into their secondary classrooms using the
framework of the NHD program.
Course: Conducting Historical Research in the
National History Day Model
Dates: September 14 to December 14, 2015
Cost: $700, includes tuition and materials
Prerequisite: Introduction to ProjectBased Learning
course OR 5+ years of previous NHD teaching
experience
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Back by popular demand:
Course: Introduction to ProjectBased Learning
Using the National History Day Curriculum
Framework
Dates: September 14 to December 14, 2015
Cost: $600, includes tuition and materials
Both courses will provide practical advice as well as
pedagogical strategies. Teachers will earn three
graduate credits from the University of San Diego
while creating classroomready materials customized
to the needs of their students. Teachers will work on
independentlypaced modules with weekly deadlines.
This allows a teacher to complete his or her work at
any time of day from anywhere in the world.

If you are looking for
ways to incorporate the
contributions of women
into your classes for
Women's History Month,
check out the Office of
the House Historian's
online resource, Women
in Congress. Free copies
of the book are available
for teachers. Click here to
learn more and follow
@USHouseHistory.

Register TODAY!
For more details and registration information,
visit
www.nhd.org/onlineeducation.
Online Shopping? Use
Amazon Smile!
If you click here to go to
Amazon, NHD will earn a
percentage of your order 
at no cost to you! Just
click here to begin!

National Contest Registration is Open!
Online registration is now open for the Kenneth E. Behring National
History Day Contest, for those who have competed at their affiliate
contest. Go to the NHD website, www.nhd.org, and click on the "National
Contest Registration & Information" button to proceed. There you will also
find pages of invaluable contest information. All participants must
complete their online registration and pay applicable fees by 11:59 PM EDT on May
19, 2015.
Teachers, please remember that you MUST register if: 1) you are coming to the
contest; 2) your school is paying part or all of the student fees, even if you are not
attending the contest. All school fees are paid through the teacher's registration.
Teachers must complete school payment information for their students' registration to
be complete. For further details please refer to the Registration Instruction Booklet,
which you can download from the NHD website if you did not receive a copy at your
affiliate contest.
Did you know that NHD offers professional development for teachers at the NHD
Contest? You can sign up when you register for the National Contest. Professional
development certificates will be provided to all who register and attend.
Monday, June 15, 2015
Teaching Historical Inquiry using Exploration, Encounter, and Exchange through
Multiple Lenses of Immigration
Presented by the National Archives and Records Administration
A Mirror on America: Exploring White House Encounters in the Classroom
Presented by the White House Historical Association
Tuesday, June 16, 2015
Leveraging NoodleTools, Learning to Write and Read as a Historian
Presented by NoodleTools
Exploration, Encounter, Exchange in History
Presented by the National Endowment for the Humanities
For more details, CLICK HERE.

Planning Ahead for 20152016?
The 2016 National History Day Theme will be
Exploration, Encounter, Exchange in History.

Coordinator's Corner, Missy McNatt, NHD in Washington, DC
"Hi Ms. McNatt, several friends of
mine raved about the NHD workshop
at the Archives last Saturday. Is it still
possible to sign up for those
sessions?"
That email from a D.C. student is
"music to my ears." The NHD
workshops are funded, in part, by a
grant for $5,000 from the FCA
Foundation (formerly known as The
Chrysler Foundation), the automotive
company's charitable arm, to support
citywide District of Columbia Public Schools student participation in National History
Day projects, workshops and competitions. DC NHD also received support from the
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) Motor Citizens volunteer program that enables FCA
US employees to serve as mentors with DCPS students working on NHD projects.
As the NHD coordinator for the District of Columbia and former National History Day
classroom teacher, I want every Social Studies/History teacher in D.C. to include NHD
in their classes. What resources do teachers need? The three that I hear most often
are: time, money, and classroom assistance. I can't do much about adding time to the
clock, however it is possible to help with money and volunteers.
Both objectives became a reality this year through the generous support of the FCA
Foundation. The key to the successful grant proposal to the FCA Foundation was
including a volunteer component for FCA US employees in their Washington,D.C.,
office. Working together with Kim Fortney, NHD Deputy Director, we developed three
options for volunteering that we described as "low, medium and high" in terms of the
time commitment for volunteers.
Employees from the FCA US office in Washington, D.C., responded enthusiastically to
the call for D.C. NHD student assistance. FCA US volunteers have mentored 8th
grade students in the classroom at the DCPS's Brightwood Education Campus,
volunteered at Saturday NHD Workshops in the Boeing Learning Center at the
National Archives, and will judge at school competitions, the D.C. NHD competition
and the national competition in College Park in June. The FCA volunteers at
Brightwood built such a strong bond with the students that they hosted a Pizza party in
the classroom for the NHD participants following their inschool final project showcase

event. A video package created inhouse at FCA US describing the volunteer
engagement will be shared with all employees at the FCA US headquarters in Auburn
Hills, Michigan.
NHD hopes that this innovative corporate volunteer program will become a model for
affiliates with NHDcorporate partnerships across the country. Stay tuned for
evaluation updates from this exciting model.

Contest Rule Book Revisions for 20142015
You can download your copy of the
Contest Rule Book at
http://new.nhd.org/wpcontent/uploads/RuleBook14.pdf
Updated evaluation sheets are also available at:
http://www.nhd.org/images/uploads/NHD_Eval_Sheets.pdf

Mark the 150th Anniversary of Lincoln's Assassination with your Students

April 2015 will mark 150 years since the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. Ford's Theatre will
mark the event with activities and resources that honor the life and legacy of our sixteenth
President. On April 14 and 15, Ford's will host The Lincoln Tribute36 hours of programming
that include overnight tours, a candlelight vigil and panel discussions about Lincoln's life,
assassination and legacy. These events are familyfriendly, and there is a Junior Ranger
booklet specifically to engage students in Grades 2 through 6. On April 14 at 1 pm ET, Ford's
presents a live, online Q+A session about the Ford's Theatre Virtual Field Trip, produced with
Discovery Education, that will available for viewing on www.fords.org by April 13. Finally we
invite you to visit Remembering Lincoln (www.rememberinglincoln.org), a digital archive of
primary sources created in response to Lincoln's assassination that you can share in your
classroom. Ford's partnered with historical societies, libraries and museums across the country
to collect and digitize the responses. The stories they tell of how America  and the world 
responded to its first major national tragedy are moving and revelatory.
Please visit http://bitly.com/Fords150 for more information on these programs!

Calling all NHD teacher mentors! We highly recommend
that you sign up for a NoodleTools account this project
season. NoodleTools is the leading online research to
writing platform. We're excited to again make it available to
all NHD teachers and students through an exclusive
partnership.
Click HERE for more information and to sign up.
Using NoodleTools, teachers can monitor all aspects of the student research
process in real time, and provide incontext feedback at the pointsofneed.
NoodleTools supports students on the entire research to writing process, as they work
with primary sources, build annotated bibliographies according to NHD requirements,
and organize information and their own ideas on digital notecards.

Teaching World War I this spring?
Check out these two new teaching activities on DocsTeach.org
introduce students to artists who were employed by the Army to show
the war to Americans back home: Artists Document World War
I and WWI Propaganda and Art
National Archives resources are also featured in National History
Day's World War I teaching resource  check it out at
www.nhd.org/WWI.

Window on History from World History Group
Buffalo Bill and the
Plains Indians
Looking forward to next
year's NHD theme,
Exploration, Encounter,
Exchange in History, here's a revealing analysis of how most Americans encountered
Native Americans in the late nineteenth century: "How the West Was Spun," by
Stephen Hyslop, drawn from American History magazine. William "Buffalo Bill" Cody
set the stage for a final conquest of the West in his traveling 1883 Wild West show,
and the fact that he featured famed Sioux chief Sitting Bull "reinforced the reassuring
message...that Americans are generous conquerors who attack only when provoked."
Hyslop also points out that "Sitting Bull, whose appearance in the show prompted
many other Sioux to join the traveling troupe, epitomized the wide gulf between the
myth perpetuated by Buffalo Bill's Wild West and the harsh reality Indians faced with
the closing of the frontier."
Click to link to the article and discussion questions.
World History Group, the world's largest publisher of history magazines, recently
launched the America's Civil War app, now available for download from the Apple
iTunes store. Digital editions for the iPad deliver bonus content and interactivity,
including audio, video and images. Individual issues or subscriptions may be
purchased from all the available apps. Digital replicates for all World History titles are
currently available via Zinio, and for the Kindle and Nook.

EDSITEment Resources for Leadership in Science and Technology:
Galileo

Ancient astronomers constructed explanations of the motions of the celestial bodies
based on mathematics, philosophy, and careful observations of the skies. They
recorded the positions of these heavenly bodies over time. Based on this method,
ancient astronomers concluded that Earth was the center of the universe and that all
other objects in the sky revolved around it.
In the 2nd century CE, a Roman astronomer named Ptolemy refined this view, stating
that all planets moved in perfect circles, attached to perfect spheres, all of which
rotated around the Earth. This view, accepted for 1,400 years, was challenged by new
astronomers, aided by instruments that enabled them to see the skies as they had
never been seen before. Chief among them was Galileo, bolstering his observations
with a revolutionary telescope he invented.
He carefully explored the night sky, turning his telescope to what looked like "dark"
parts and discovering that they were filled with stars too dim to be seen without the
telescope's enhancement. In 1610, he published his observations of the solar system
and distant stars in a volume called Sidereus Nuncius, or Starry Messenger.
In the EDSITEment lesson Galileo: Revealing the Universe , students will practice
close reading of passages from Galileo's Starry Messenger concerning his observations
of the stars and constellations through a telescope. They will develop an
understanding of how he constructed his arguments to challenge the established
views of his time using new technology and logical reasoning.
And don't forget to check out these suggested topics from Chronicling America
Interpretation of Dreams (18931922)
Nikola Tesla (18941915)
The Panama Canal (18891914)
Titanic, the Building of (19081910)

Congratulations to our 2014 Patricia Behring Award winners!

Adam Powley
HCS Early College High
School
Conway, South Carolina

Lauren Olson
Rutland High School
Rutland, South Dakota

Christopher Standridge
Northwest Middle
School
Knoxville, Tennessee

Scott Johnson
Lisanne Collegiate
School
Collierville, Tennessee

Patrick Browder
Lorena Middle School
Lorena, Texas

Barbi Petty Binnig
Nimitz High School
Houston, Texas

Sara Hacken
Lakeridge Junior High
School
Orem, Utah

Tyler Willis
Brighton Elementary
School
Island Pond. Vermont

Erin Cohn
Vermont Academy
Saxton's River,
Vermont

These are only a handful of the winners....
check back each month for new featured teachers!
"The growth and development of people is the highest calling of
leadership."
Harvey Firestone
National History Day | (301) 3149739| Lynne@nhd.org | http://www.nhd.org
4511 Knox Road
Suite 205
College Park, MD 20740
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