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While most of my past National History Day projects have focused on women’s issues, I
have never examined the Second-wave Feminism movement of the 1960s-1980s before. Upon
further research, I discovered that Second-wave Feminism coincided with several other
movements such as the Anti-War and Black Power Movements. I recognized that this was an
extremely unique and progressive time in America’s history and decided that I wanted to focus
on an aspect of Second-wave Feminism. I specifically chose the topic of the Newsweek Lawsuit
of 1970 because of its historical anomaly. Women hired to work at Newsweek magazine were
barred from writing positions and confined to the job of “researcher,” which involved fact
checking the male writer’s articles. However, the women banded together in solidarity to launch
the first class action lawsuit by women in the news media in order to protest these discriminatory
practices.
My research started off with examining several primary and secondary sources regarding
the social and political climate of the 1960s-1980s in relation to the Newsweek lawsuit. However,
the most valuable resources in creating my project were the interviews I conducted with Lynn
Povich, former Newsweek researcher and one of the leaders of the lawsuit, Susan Brownmiller,
former Newsweek researcher, and Jesse Ellison, former Newsweek employee of the early 2000s.
These interviews helped me tremendously because there are not a whole lot of primary sources
online specifically about the lawsuit, so speaking to these women really helped me gain a deep,
holistic, and multifaceted understanding of the story. Additionally, Lynn Povich also provided
me with scans of legal documents, letters, photographs, and newspapers from her private
collection that are not available online or in archival sources.

I decided on the documentary category because I wanted to place the lawsuit in the
context of a wide range of photographs and videos from the Second-wave Feminism movement
in order to examine how the lawsuit impacted not only the women within Newsweek, but the
Women’s Movement as a whole. I created my project by combining audiovisual components
using iMovie.
On March 16th, 1970, forty-six Newsweek women announced their lawsuit. While this
lawsuit resulted in a triumph with the bosses signing an agreement to stop discriminatory hiring
and promotional practices, it was short lived. Two years later, conditions had remained virtually
unchanged. The women sued again, this time with a specific list of demands. This second lawsuit
resulted in lasting change, but not just for the women of Newsweek because women at Time,
Sports Illustrated, and the New York Times all launched subsequent lawsuits against their
employers. Furthermore, the Newsweek l awsuit demonstrated that no matter what laws, bills, or
memorandums are signed into effect, if people do not keep pressing issues an important part of
social dialogue, then tragedies can still occur. Initially, the women of Newsweek triumphed on
paper, yet they still faced the tragedies of sexism in their workplace, but it was because they
never ceased to continue the discussion that would lead to their lasting legacy of triumph.
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