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During the World War II era, the United States military struggled to find enough
able-bodied men to fly the military aircraft. General Henry “Hap” Arnold teamed up with
Jacqueline “Jackie” Cochran to create a task force of female pilots to help in the fight against the
Axis Powers. The U.S. Air Force had difficulties finding a solution to their conflict: they needed
women to fly aircraft on the homeland, but at the time women were prevented from being in the
military. The Air Force finally compromised by allowing women to perform only noncombat
jobs. Originally, the women were separated into two groups: the Women’s Auxiliary Ferrying
Squadron (WAFS) and the Women’s Flying Training Detachment (WFTD). Later these groups
would combine into the group known as the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs). The hard
work and perseverance of the WASPs led to the 2015 ruling allowing women into all military
positions. Though they encountered much opposition, the WASPs proved that females deserve to
be seen as equal to men.
At first, it was a bit difficult to find a topic that suited both of our interests and the
guidelines, as well as the theme. After much deliberation, we combined our interests in women’s
rights and World War II to discover the WASPs. Immediately, their immense courage and
bravery to break gender boundaries intrigued us, so we agreed that choosing the WASPs was the
right decision for our project.
To commence our research, we utilized local college libraries to discover secondary
books about the WASPs, then found sites online to broaden our understanding of the topic. One
source that undoubtedly stood out to us was a thesis by Megan Lotzenhiser entitled “Without
Glory: The Women Airforce Service Pilots of World War II.” This abstract highlights the
opposition of the male pilots and their leaders against the woman pilots. In addition, we were

pleasantly surprised to find many articles from places like Time Magazine and the Bullock
Museum.
We decided to design an exhibit to display our creative and artistic natures. We wanted
viewers to be able to see the time period through our exhibit. For the color scheme, we chose to
incorporate the colors of the WASP mascot, a gremlin named Fifinella. Then we discussed the
elements that would go into our exhibit: from the pictures and quotes to the impacts and our
analysis of the events. Finally, after creating our exhibit, we added historically accurate artifacts
to the front for display.
The Women Airforce Service Pilots began at a time when the country was in complete
and utter turmoil. At the start of the war, the military was conflicted over how to provide enough
pilots without utilizing female pilots. Their compromise to this problem was to allow women to
fly non combatant. Though it has been over seventy years since the end of WWII, the WASPs
are still remembered for their courageous and heroic actions during the war, aiding women in the
fight to enter all areas of the military.
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