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Throughout my National History Day experience, I encountered many stages. First, I
had to find a topic that interested me. I hoped to research Michigan and its compromises for
marine life conservation, and the protesting that took place previous to it. After further looking
into this, however, I concluded, IT WAS SLIGHTLY BORING. One day, I was explaining to my
mom that I wanted to do, “something involving water.” She said, “what about pirates?” I stood in
awe at the possibilities. The Naval battles, the thieving adventures, but I soon determined that
pirates were not like in Hollywood. They were cruel and barbaric. I fell in love with the story of it,
the history.
I decided on the Barbary Pirates. At first, it was a bit much to wrap my head around.
After all, the events I was researching took place over 23 years. It was fun researching sea
captains, battles, ships, and I felt as if I was a part of the story myself. I emailed seven historians
requesting help with my journey, and two responded. Dr. Tiffany Brooks, historian and
researcher for the book Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates, by Don Yaeger and Brian
Kilmeade, and Benerson Little, expert on the golden age of piracy. It was so surprising that
these busy adults would pay attention to someone like me, an 8th grader who loves history.
My main struggle was actually fitting it all in. I love to write, and sometimes I get a little
carried away. On the first adaption of my script, I wrote 3328 words. My goal was 1440. I wanted
to believe that I could simply trim the fat. I wanted to fit every little detail in. But when you have
to lose half your weight in a week, you aren’t going to go on the treadmill, you’re going to
amputate your leg. I was removing so much I decided to later make a “director's cut” just so I
could stomach the loss of my precious story. I ran out of things I could bear to delete and

enlisted the help of my teachers and my mom to help cut it down to size. I used iMovie to put it
all together, and my NHD mindset once again took ahold of me. Once I had surpassed the
regional competition, I looked through the recording of me answering the judges, studying the
answers I had not known and tweaking my documentary. After that, I passed the state
competition and won a cash prize for best entry pertaining to U.S. Maritime history. I was
astounded that I was able to advance despite so much competition. I contacted Dr. Brooks
again, and requested a professional video interview. She agreed, and it was amazing to be part
of the process of recording a professional interview using advanced equipment in order to get a
finished product. I went back to work on my Documentary, and once I had my 7th Version
complete, I packed for nationals.
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