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Process Paper
How We Chose Our Topic:
From the very beginning, our group wanted to choose a History Day topic with sufficient
primary resources that related to the theme. Because we live near the Wind River Reservation, we
have been exposed to stories of the famous Chief Washakie and the creation of Native American
reservations. Upon researching Chief Washakie and his people, we realized that his life story relates
perfectly to this year’s theme. As westward expansion threatened Native American land and increased
conflicts between Natives and settlers, Native Americans had a choice of fighting the settlers, or
surrendering to their demands. However, Chief Washakie created a compromise with the settlers; the
Natives would peacefully reside on a reservation so long as they could choose the location.
How We Conducted Our Research:
We began our research by reading books and essays to learn more about the basics of Chief
Washakie. At an early age, Washakie’s tribe, the Flatheads, were attacked by the enemy Blackfeet
tribe. During the attack, Washakie lost his father, friends, and home. Despite the conflicts between
tribes, settlers, and the US government, Washakie grew to be a peaceful chief who was famous for
making compromises. Once we had a basic understanding of Chief Washakie and his tribe, we began
a more thorough study. We gathered information through interviews, websites, journals, and articles.
Our research included Chief Washakie, the Shoshone tribe, the Wind River Reservation, early
settlers, and US government interactions with Native Americans during the 1800s. Once we had
collected enough information, we put together our project and bibliography. We still continued to
research, trying to perfect our knowledge of Chief Washakie.
How We Selected Our Presentation Category and Created Our Project:
There was no question that the three of us wanted to do a group documentary. We felt that a
documentary would be the most suitable representation of Chief Washakie and the conflicts and
compromises he had during his lifetime. A documentary was a successful means through which we
could relate the struggles, triumphs, and significance of Chief Washakie and his people. Through the
use of pictures, film clips, recordings, and more, we were able to do just that. After many revisions,
we were able to successfully complete our documentary.
How Our Project Relates to the NHD Theme:
One of the key reasons we chose Chief Washakie as our History Day topic was because he
related very well to the theme of “Conflict and Compromise.” If it weren’t for Chief Washakie, the
Shoshone tribe might have utterly vanished; they were being overrun due to the advancement of US
settlers across the western section of the United States. Instead of fighting, like many other tribes
chose to do, Washakie strove to create peace with the white people. Through his actions, war was
avoided and allies were formed. If there is any one person who has left a legacy of peace and
compromise, it has been Chief Washakie.
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Oregon Trail. He commanded the Shoshone Tribe to be fair to the white people and he made
his land a safe haven for them.
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unfamiliar lands west of the Mississippi. It was the reason and cause for many cruel and
heartless movements such as the Trail of Tears, in 1838 and 1839, where approximately
4,000 Cherokees died in a forced march. The memory of the Indian Removal Act still
remains full of sorrowful thoughts.
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starting on August 11th through the date of September 17th, which was when Chief
Washakie and the Shoshone showed up at Fort Laramie to take a part of the Fort Laramie
Treaty of 1851.

Michell D., Fritzpatrick, Thomas. Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851. Ft. Laramie. Sept 17, 1851.
The Treaty of Fort Laramie of 1851 was one of the first, in attempt for the settlers to
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