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Primary Sources
Burger, David. Personal interview. 27 Nov. 2014
It was exciting that I had a Peace Corps volunteer in my family and I was able to interview
him many times. It was fascinating to learn about the early Peace Corps from my
grandfather who lived through it. I learned about his training, what it was like to integrate
into the Thai culture, what types of projects he worked on and what his everyday life was
like as a volunteer. He shared his recollection of meeting Shriver’s helicopter on a soccer
field. The US ambassador was flying separately and was supposed to meet Shriver and the
volunteers for a formal reception. The ambassador’s helicopter had to make an emergency
landing in a rice paddy. While waiting for news on the ambassador, Shriver took the
volunteers to a local restaurant and got to know them over a friendly, informal dinner.
My grandfather also lent me some of his Thai artifacts for my display.

Burger, David. "Peace Corps Volunteers Greeting Sargent Shriver." 1962. Print Photographs.
"Peace Corps Volunteers and Sargent Shriver at Helicopter." 1962.
"Teaching English Class in Ubon." 1962.
"Thai Picnic with Volunteers and Villagers." 1962.
"Visiting With Thai Family in Ubon." 1962.
“Thailand I Volunteers and Sargent Shriver Peace Corps 25th Anniversary Celebration.”
1986.
I used two photos depicting David Burger and Roger Parent’s meeting with Sargent
Shriver. They show that Sargent Shriver was a very grateful and caring leader and he
would travel the world to meet and get feedback from the volunteers. I included one photo
of members
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of the first group of volunteers to Thailand meeting Sargent Shriver again at the 25 th
anniversary celebration of the Peace Corps. This showed that Shriver continued to promote
the Corps throughout his lifetime. I used three of the photos to depict my grandfather’s
daily life in Thailand.

Burger, David. Western Union Telegram. 15 Sep.1961.
This telegram was sent from the Peace Corps office to David Burger notifying him of his
assignment and where he would report for training. It shows that there were some delays in
starting the new Thailand program.

"David Burger Assigned To Post In Thailand." Wausau Daily Herald 3 Jan. 1962, News sec.: 2.
Print.
This news article tells about my grandfather's appointment in the Peace Corps. It is important
to my research because it is an original news article from the time and it describes the early
mission of the Peace Corps and my grandfather's training as one of the first Peace Corps
volunteers. My grandfather has saved this clipping for over 50 years.

"Home." Roger O Parent. N.p. n.d. Web. 31 May 2015. Photographs and letter.
<http://www.rogerparent.org/>.
This site provided some of the photos from Parent’s book: The Making of a Peace Corps
Volunteer: From Maine to Thailand. I used four images for my board: 1) Sargent Shriver
and the Ambassador to Thailand meeting with students at Roger’s school, 2) Roger fishing
with students, 3) the photo of the Thailand group taken while they were in the University of
Michigan training program, and 4) the postcard that Shriver sent to Roger’s parents after he
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visited Roger in Thailand. I also found an encouraging letter that Shriver had written to
Roger just prior to the visit. He wrote to tell him that he might not get to meet him on the
trip but wanted to update him on the status of the Corps. It is honest assessment of the
challenges faced by the program and by the volunteers. Throughout the letter, Shriver
expresses his optimism and genuine interest in the volunteers. This letter helped me to
understand the Peace Corps challenges from Shriver himself and gave me a glimpse of his
leadership style and the personal way he related to the volunteers. I included these images
and letter in the section of my board describing Shriver’s visit.

Kennedy, John F. "Remarks of Senator John F. Kennedy." Address at the University of Michigan
Union. Michigan, Ann Arbor. 02 Jan. 2015. Remarks of Senator John F. Kennedy. Web. 2
Jan. 2015. <http://www.peacecorps.gov/about/history/speech/>.
This is the speech that Sen. John F. Kennedy gave introducing the idea of service in
developing counties. It was important for me to read the entire speech to understand his
remarks to the students in Michigan.

Parent, Roger O. The Making of a Peace Corps Volunteer: From Maine to Thailand. South Bend:
ZRS, 2013. Print.
This book helped me understand the life of a Peace Corps volunteer. Parent explained how
the early volunteers were trained and shared interesting stories of his time as a volunteer.
Parent was in the same group as my grandfather. They met Shriver in Thailand and then
again in Washington D.C. 25 years later. I compared Mr. Parent’s impressions of their visit
with Shriver to my grandfather’s impressions. I also found the picture of the postcard
Shriver sent to Roger’s parents after the visit to Thailand in this book.
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"Peace Corps." Ad Council. Web. 3 June 2015.
The Ad Council produced a very effective advertising campaign for the Peace Corps from
1961-1991. The slogan “The toughest job you’ll every love” became very well-known and
helped recruit volunteers to the Peace Corps. This site provided graphics of the iconic
advertisement.

"Peace Corps Mourns the Loss of Founder and Visionary Father, Sargent Shriver." Peace Corps
Mourns the Loss of Founder and Visionary Father, Sargent Shriver. Peacecorps.gov, Web.
2 May 2015.
This website included a portrait of Sargent Shriver along with his death notice that gave an
in-depth summary of his life. I used this portrait for my exhibit.

"The Peace Corps." Sargent Shriver Peace Institute. Web. 3 June 2015.
This source provided two photographs used on my exhibit: 1) President Kennedy handing
the signing pen to Sargent Shriver after signing the law creating the Peace Corps and 2)
Shriver at the Khyber Pass which connects Pakistan and Afghanistan. I wanted to use
pictures from around the world to show Shriver’s extensive travels as he introduced the
idea of the Peace Corps to leaders of developing nations.
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"Peace Corps Video - with Ed Herlihy." Peace Corps Introduced. Universal-International News, 9
Mar. 1961. Web. 1 June 2015. <http://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/Bp-WV6bx0K7IKZ0Dx4aYA.aspx>.
This website provided the newsreel of President Kennedy introducing his Peace Corps
program. From 1929-1967, newsreels were shown before feature films in movie theaters. It
was a popular way to present the news visually before everyone owned televisions. Motion
pictures drew large audiences so a newsreel would reach many people. This newsreel
would have informed the public about the newly established Peace Corps and may have
been a way to reach potential volunteers.

“Peace Corps Volunteers For Thailand.” Bangkok Post Jan.1962, photograph.
This original photograph and caption was saved by David Burger and shows his group of
volunteers arriving in Thailand. Because it was printed in a major national Thai newspaper,
it shows that the arrival of the Peace Corps program in Thailand was important news.

"Photos: Sargent Shriver and 50 Years of the Peace Corps - Photo Essays." Time. Time Inc.,
2011. Web. 11 June 2015.
<http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,2043225_2228121,00.html>.
This site included a photo gallery of images taken on Sargent Shriver’s travels and I used
the photo of Shriver greeting children out his car window in Turkey in the center of my
exhibit. I knew that Shriver’s travels were extensive, but I was very impressed to read on
this site that, by 1963, he logged over 350,000 miles to 35 countries while visiting Peace
Corps outposts.
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R. Sargent Shriver Personal Papers. Peace Corps, 1961-1966. Trip File, 1961-1966. 1961: Roundthe-world trip, April 22-May 21 (Ghana, Nigeria, India, Pakistan, Burma, Malaya, Thailand,
Philippines). RSSPP-028-010. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum
http://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/Archives/RSSPP-028-010.aspx
“ This important archive contains correspondence, schedules, reports, press releases,
news clippings, guest lists, pamphlets, photographs, albums, and scrapbooks about
Sargent Shriver’s overseas trips to visit Peace Corps volunteers and representatives, and
to meet with country leaders throughout Europe, the Middle East, Southeast Asia, Africa,
and South America. Many of the 1961 trips were focused on trying to gather support and
invitations from country leaders.”
This was a fascinating primary source. I learned so much by reading the reports of Shriver’s
travels to introduce the idea of the Peace Corps to foreign leaders. I learned how the
leaders responded to the idea and what they told Shriver about their unique needs and
concerns. I found the photo of Shriver meeting the Burmese Prime Minister (Photograph,
Sargent Shriver and Burmese Prime Minister U Nu O) that I used on my exhibit in the
leadership section.
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"Sargent Shriver - Eunice Kennedy Shriver." Sargent Shriver - Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Web. 1
June 2015.
This website about Sargent Shriver’s wife, Eunice Kennedy Shriver, included many
photographs of Sargent Shriver. I used two photographs depicting Shriver’s extensive
travels while introducing the Peace Corps to developing nations. I used “Sargent Shriver
and Tibetan Family, 1961” and “Sargent Shriver in Turkey, 1964” on my board. The first
photo depicts how Shriver met not just with leaders but also villagers, and the second
shows that he adapted to the local customs, pumping water at the well outside of his host’s
home.

Schein, Rebecca H. Landscape for a Good Citizen: The Peace Corps and the Cultural Logics of
American Cosmopolitanism. University of California, Santa Cruz. Web. June 2, 2015.
I used this paper to find the Alan Guskin quote, which I used in my exhibit under the idea
section. Guskin was a University of Michigan student who witnessed Kennedy’s campaign
speech in Ann Arbor. A year later he became a Peace Corps volunteer in the first group
sent to Thailand alongside my grandfather, David Burger. This paper was important
because it described the students’ reactions to Kennedy’s call to service.

Shriver, Mark K. A Good Man: Rediscovering My Father, Sargent Shriver. New York: Henry Holt,
2012. Print.
This memoir was written by Sargent Shriver’s son, Mark. Mark described growing up
around his dad, which helped me understand Shriver’s personality and dedication to
service. This book also included personal photographs that I could not find on the Internet.
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Shriver, Sargent. Point of the Lance. New York: Harper & Row, 1964. Print.
This book was extremely helpful to my research because it was written by Sargent Shriver.
I used this book to understand Shriver’s philosophy of the Peace Corps in his own words. It
described the challenges he faced in starting the organization and expressed his
determination despite the critics.

Shriver, Sargent. "Two Years of the Peace Corps." Foreign Affairs. Council on Foreign Relations,
July 1963. Web. 10 Mar. 2015. <http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/23528/sargentshriver/two-years-of-the-peace-corps>.
This is an essay Shriver wrote explaining the first two years of the Peace Corps. It was
helpful because it explained the early challenges that he faced.

Storti, Craig, and Laurette Samaan. Culture Matters: The Peace Corps Cross-cultural Workbook.
Washington, DC: Peace Corps Information Collection and Exchange: 1997. Print.
This was a handbook that taught new volunteers about how to integrate into their countries
and helped me understand what volunteers faced as they began their service.

"TIME Magazine Cover: Sargent Shriver - July 5, 1963." Time. Time Inc. Web. 14 Feb. 2015.
<http://content.time.com/time/covers/0,16641,19630705,00.html>.
I used this source for the image of the Time Magazine cover featuring Shriver, which I
displayed on my title board.
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Vestal, Theodore M. "A Peace Corps History." An Evening of Celebration and Remembrance of
the 40th Anniversary of the Founding of the Peace Corps. Oklahoma, Tulsa. 28 Apr. 2001.
Speech.
This was an important speech for my research because Vestal was a staff member of the
early Peace Corps. He described how Shriver recruited talented people to run the Corps.
He also explained what critics called the Corps (“a haven for draft dodgers”, “Kennedy’s
Kiddie Korps”).

"A Volunteer in Thailand/Peace Corps VolunteerDec 1962/”historyofthepeacecorps/primarysources." Peacecorps.org
/historyofthepeacecorps/primarysources. Peace Corps, 1 Dec. 1962. Web. 11 June 2015.
<http://peacecorpsonline.org/historyofthepeacecorps/primarysources>.
This is an early Peace Corps newsletter from 1962. I was excited to find this because it
included many stories written by members of the first group to Thailand. They had been in
the country for less than a year and the articles described their jobs, daily lives and
adjustments to living in Thailand. One of the articles was written by Judith Guskin. She is
the wife of Alan Guskin, who witnessed Kennedy’s speech in Michigan. A year after the
speech they joined the Peace Corps together. Judith described flying with the U.S.
Ambassador to meet Sargent Shriver, my grandfather and other volunteers in Northeast
Thailand. Their helicopter was tossed in a storm, ran out of fuel and had to land in a rice
paddy. Meanwhile Shriver’s helicopter arrived safely and while they waited for the
Ambassador to catch up to them, Shriver took my grandfather’s group of volunteers out for
dinner. It was so interesting to hear three different accounts of the meeting with Shriver
from my grandfather, Roger Parent and Judith Guskin! I found another surprise.
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The newsletter also included a photo of my grandfather talking with Thai farmers on their
way to market.

Wagner, Megan. E-mail interview. 15 Feb. 2015.
With this primary source, I could compare Megan and David’s experiences as volunteers,
and learn more about the Peace Corps today.

Wagner, Megan. "Teaching Phonics Class in Karawab." 2010. JPEG files.
"Working Problems in Class." 2010. JPEG file.
I used two photos of Megan with her students in Guyana on the “Today” section of my
exhibit.
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Secondary Sources

Archer, Jules. The Incredible Sixties: The Stormy Years That Changed America. San Diego:
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1986. Print.
This source gave me an understanding of the culture and politics of the Sixties, when the
Peace Corps was established.

Bouman, John. "The Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law Salutes Sargent Shriver |
Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law." Shriver Center Shriver National Center
On Poverty Law, 18 Jan. 2011. Web. 3 June 2015.
This tribute to Shriver describes his work to integrate the schools in Chicago, while on the
Chicago school board.

Emmons, Caroline S. Cold War and McCarthy Era: People and Perspectives. Santa Barbara,
Calif.: ABC-CLIO, 2010. Print.
This book provided background on the Cold War prior to the 1960’s and helped me
understand the politics and foreign policy of the time.

Fischer, Fritz. Making Them like Us: Peace Corps Volunteers in the 1960s. Washington:
Smithsonian Institution, 1998. Print.
This source described the idealism of youth at the time of the early Peace Corps and
discussed how some volunteers had more success than others at reaching their goals.
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"GUYANA." Guyana Map / Geography of Guyana / Map of Guyana. Web. 24 Feb. 2015.
<http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/samerica/gy.htm>.
This website provided an excellent map of Guyana so I could picture where Megan Wagner
lived in Guyana.

Hoffman, Elizabeth. All You Need Is Love the Peace Corps and the Spirit of the 1960s. Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard UP, 2000. Print.
This source included many stories of returned volunteers and described how the
organization evolved through the Sixties and Seventies.

Hoopes, Roy. The Complete Peace Corps Guide. New York: Dial, 1961. Print.
This book helped me understand the mission of the Peace Corps.

Jesse, David. “University of Michigan Marks 50th Anniversary of Peace Corps Founding.”
AnnArbor.com. Web. 3 June 2015.
This article included the photo of Kennedy delivering the speech that launched the idea of
the Peace Corps on the steps of the Michigan Union on October 15,1960. I used this photo
on the ideas section of my board.

12
Lowther, Kevin, and C. Payne Lucas. Keeping Kennedy's Promise: The Peace Corps, Unmet Hope
of the New Frontier. Boulder, Colo.: Westview, 1978. Print.
This was one of the only books I found that was very critical of the Peace Corps. It was
written in 1978 when the Corps was relatively young and was considered very
controversial. It argued that volunteers were put in jobs they were not skilled to do or were
not being effective in their service.

Map of Thailand. Web.24 Feb. 2015.Sonic Adventures.
<http://http://web.colby.edu/zgmitche/thailand/
I found the map of Thailand that I used for my exhibit on this website.
It shows where Ubon, my father’s home village in Thailand, is located.

Mehren, Elizabeth. "R. Sargent Shriver, 1915-2011 Obituary." Chicago Tribune 18 Jan. 2011,
Features sec. Print.
From this obituary I learned that Shriver had served as president of Chicago’s board of
education.

"Peace Corps." Sargent Shriver Peace Institute -. Web. 25 Nov. 2014.
<http://www.sargentshriver.org/sarges-legacy/peace-corps>.
This website helped me understand that John F. Kennedy introduced the idea of the Peace
Corps to the public, and he chose Sargent Shriver to develop and promote it.
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"Peace Corps About Us Peace Corps. Web. 24 Nov. 2014. <http://www.peacecorps.gov/about/>.
This website provided the chart of volunteers’ jobs, the emblem of the Peace Corps and
Peace Corps timeline, the mission statement, Peace Corps Service quote, and “To Be A
Volunteer” quote that I included on my exhibit.

"Peace Corps Today." Peace Corps. Web. 24 Nov. 2014. <http://www.peacecorps.gov/today/>.
This website provided statistics on the number of volunteers and countries served over the
years which included under “legacy”.

"R. Sargent Shriver." - John F. Kennedy Presidential Library &amp; Museum. Web. 3 June 2015.
This site provided information on Shriver’s personal background including his marriage to
Eunice Kennedy and his work in the family business at the Merchandise Mart in Chicago
during the 1950’s. This information is included in the leadership section of the exhibit.

Rice, Gerard T. The Bold Experiment: JFK's Peace Corps. Notre Dame, Ind.: U of Notre Dame,
1985. Print.
This book gave a good history of the beginnings of the Peace Corps.

Sabato, Larry. The Kennedy Half-century: The Presidency, Assassination, and Lasting Legacy of
John F. Kennedy. Print.
This was a good source for providing history of Kennedy’s campaign and his early days in
the White House, including the plans for the Peace Corps and how they were developed.

14
Stossel, Scott. Sarge: The Life and Times of Sargent Shriver. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian,
2004. Print.
This book is an authorized biography of Shriver. It helped me learn about Shriver’s
childhood and about his public service throughout his life.

World Map / World Atlas / Atlas of the World including ... (n.d.). Retrieved February 24, 2014, from
http://www.worldatlas.com/
I used two maps from this site for my exhibit, one of South America, to show where Guyana
is located, and one of Asia, to show where Thailand is located.
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